
“You Give Them…”
Mark 6:30-44

Jesus expects us know that His work involves teaching and doing (30)
When the disciples returned from going out to do the work of Jesus, they were excited about all that 

they had seen God do through their lives! They had a sharing session, telling Jesus and each other about their 
experiences in doing the work of Jesus. What’s important for us to see is that they told Jesus about two 
specific things related to their experiences: What they taught, and what they did. What a great reminder that 
the work of Jesus always involves those two things: Teaching and doing. The disciples didn’t go around just 
teaching, separated from what they did in their lives and from what they did for others in their work for Jesus. 
At the same time, the disciples didn’t go around just doing things in a way that was disconnected from their 
teaching. Just like Jesus, the work of the disciples as they did the work of Jesus included teaching and doing 
so that their words were supported by their actions and their actions were contextualized by their words. Today, 
we must do the same in doing the work of Jesus. It’s not enough to only teach the words of Jesus, and it’s not 
enough to only do good things in the world. We must go out teaching and doing so that others see the reality of 
the truth we proclaim and understand the reason we do the things we do. So in your life, know that…
• Jesus wants you to do your part in teaching and doing His work in the world (30)
1. What is the danger of just doing “good work” — serving others in need, ministering in our community, etc. 

— if all we do is the “work?” What’s wrong with just feeding the homeless and letting the fact that we fed 
people who were hungry be the extent and purpose of what we do?

2. What is the danger of just teaching God’s Word — worship services, small groups, Bible studies, etc. — 
without doing any “good work” as discussed above? What’s wrong with just teaching people and letting 
that be the extent and purpose of what we do?

3. Discuss why connecting teaching and doing is so important in doing the work of Jesus in the world.
4. What are some ways that our church does connect teaching and doing, and in what ways could we do this 

better? What are some ways that your connect group connects teaching and doing?

Jesus cares about the spiritual as well as the physical needs of people (31-34)
When Jesus saw His disciples after they came back from doing His work in the world, He saw their 

excitement, but He also saw their exhaustion. People were coming and going, and the disciples had no time to 
rest and little time to eat. Jesus knew that His disciples could not continue at this pace for long, so He led His 
disciples to go with Him in a boat to get away from the crowds in order to get some rest. Jesus was concerned 
about their physical needs. The crowds, however, didn’t want Jesus and His disciples to get away. They 
followed on foot and beat Jesus and the disciples to the place where their boat landed. This time, as Jesus 
looked out at the crowd that was gathered, He felt compassion towards the people because they were “like 
sheep without a shepherd.” In that moment, while Jesus was concerned about the physical needs of His 
disciples, He was also concerned about the spiritual needs of the people, so He began to teach the people. 
What a beautiful picture of the greatest need in the crowd that day, which was the need for the Word of God in 
their lives. Today, we need to understand that Jesus cares about the spiritual as well as the physical needs of 
people, but we also need to understand this truth about Jesus in the context of how and why Jesus meets 
these needs in the world. We need to know that…
• Jesus wants you to rest and to rejuvenate yourself so that you can continue to do His work in the world 

(31-34)
• Jesus wants you to know that His Word is what people most need (34)



1. What do you learn about God through the fact that Jesus was sensitive to the physical condition of His 
disciples?

2. Why was it important for His disciples to get some rest and to eat properly in their lives? What was the 
ultimate reason for them to take care of their health?

3. Discuss the reaction of Jesus to the crowd that was waiting for them on the shore. What was the primary 
concern that Jesus had for the crowd? What was the first thing that Jesus did for the crowd? Do we still 
prioritize the spiritual needs of people in the way that we see others and do the work of Jesus?

4. Has anyone in your group experienced (or is experiencing) burnout in doing the work Jesus? If so, how did 
you or how do you need to get some rest and rejuvenate yourself physically for God’s work? Pray for 
protection against this problem in your group.

Jesus demands that we do His work through faith in His Word (35-44)
Six power words gave the disciples a powerful, life-changing challenge. Jesus said, “You give them 

something to eat.” In context, these words were ridiculous. The disciples only had five loaves and two fish. 
According to the constraints of the physical world, the command of Jesus was impossible for the disciples to 
fulfill with the resources that they had available. The demand of Jesus was a demand for the disciples to act by 
faith in His Word rather than by faith in the world. The demand of Jesus was a demand that demanded the 
miraculous provision of God in order to accomplish what Jesus had demanded the disciples to do. The 
demand of Jesus was a demand that would lead to the disciples to discover that Jesus can use what they 
could offer to do His work in the world. Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus had high expectations for His disciples and 
that Jesus challenged them to do things that were impossible for them to do? Today, Jesus still demands that 
we do His work through faith in His Word, and doing that requires that we understand these things…
• Jesus desires that you have compassion on those who are lost and who need Him (34-37)
• Jesus demands that you trust His Word rather than the way of the world (37)
• Jesus wants you to trust that He can use what you can offer to do His work in the world (38-44)
1. How do we grow in our compassion for those who are lost and who need Jesus? What are some practical 

things that your group can do each week to help grow the compassion of Jesus towards others in your 
hearts?

2. When do you find it hardest to trust God’s Word rather than the way of the world? Is anyone struggling with 
this trust issue right now? Share past or current experiences in your group, and then break-up into prayer 
groups of two or three and take a minute to pray for the faith of one another.

3. Have you ever felt that what you have to offer God just isn’t enough to do all that God has asked you to 
do? You aren’t alone! Be open, and share your common experiences with this feeling in your lives. What 
does this passage teach us about the power of Jesus to use what we have to offer Him in doing His work?

4. How can you, like the disciples that day with Jesus, work together to do what Jesus has called you to do, 
trusting in His Word rather than in the world?


